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Annotation
This article explores the pedagogical significance of using fairy tales as a means to teach
emotions and descriptive vocabulary at the early stage of language learning. The research
emphasizes that fairy tales, through their imaginative and emotionally rich narratives, provide
young learners with natural contexts for understanding and expressing feelings such as joy,
fear, anger, and kindness. By combining linguistic, cognitive, and affective elements, fairy tales
enable children to internalize descriptive words like brave, beautiful, sad, and happy through
meaningful interaction and storytelling. The study discusses the communicative and emotional
advantages of using tales to develop empathy, moral understanding, and intercultural
awareness in the classroom. It also highlights the importance of role-play, dramatization, and
visual storytelling as effective methods for reinforcing emotional vocabulary. The findings
suggest that integrating fairy tales into early language education fosters linguistic competence,
emotional literacy, and cultural sensitivity, making the learning process both engaging and
developmentally holistic.
Keywords: Fairy tales, early language learning; emotions; descriptive words; communicative
approach; emotional intelligence; storytelling; vocabulary development; empathy; intercultural
education.

provides a strong foundation for emotional

Introduction

In the process of early language acquisition,
children are not merely learning vocabulary
and grammar; they are developing a sense
of emotional intelligence and expressive
competence. At this stage, the language
classroom should not only aim at teaching
correct linguistic forms but also nurture the
learners’ ability to understand, interpret,
and convey emotions. Fairy tales, as
traditional narratives filled with vivid
imagery and deep emotional contrasts,
serve as an effective pedagogical resource
for this purpose. They have long been
recognized as a bridge between
imagination and language, helping children
internalize moral values while expanding
their linguistic and emotional awareness.
Fairy tales are universal cultural products
that exist in every nation’s folklore. They
present archetypal characters such as
heroes, villains, and helpers, all of whom
express clear emotions that are easily
identifiable to children. This narrative clarity
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learning. For instance, when a child reads
about a kind princess, a brave knight, or a
wicked witch, they encounter descriptive
words and emotional expressions that
connect directly to visual and moral cues.
Such integration of emotion and description
allows learners to contextualize abstract
linguistic units into concrete meanings.

Early language education benefits
significantly from materials that are
emotionally engaging. According to

cognitive and affective theories of learning,
emotional involvement enhances memory
retention and language comprehension.
When learners experience joy, fear, or
empathy while listening to or retelling a fairy
tale, their emotional response strengthens
their ability to remember and reproduce new
vocabulary. The stories’ repetitive patterns
and familiar motifs also  support
comprehension and encourage active
participation. Children often imitate the
emotional tone of the story, which enhances

Page155



T §iE

Technology Language

P

Psychology

International
Journal of
Multidiscipline

TLEP —International Journal of Multidiscipline
(Technology, ,
ISSN: 2488-9342 (Print) | 2488-9334 (Online)

, and Psychology)

Open Access | Peer-Reviewed | Monthly Publication | Impact factor: 8.497 / 2025

pronunciation, intonation, and
expressiveness.

Furthermore, fairy tales promote
intercultural understanding and empathy,
which are essential components of modern
language education. When children read or
listen to stories from different cultures, they
not only expand their vocabulary but also
learn to appreciate diverse emotional
expressions and values. For example, a
story from European folklore may highlight
bravery and justice, while an Asian fairy tale
may emphasize patience and wisdom.
Through such exposure, learners gradually
form a multicultural emotional vocabulary,
which broadens their worldview and
deepens their linguistic  experience.
Integrating fairy tales into early-stage
language teaching also aligns with modern
pedagogical principles emphasizing child-
centered and holistic education. Instead of
memorizing isolated words, students are
encouraged to discover meanings through
stories, discussions, and creative activities.
Teachers can use storytelling,
dramatization, illustration, and role-play to
reinforce emotional and descriptive words.
These activities help children not only to
understand emotions cognitively but also to
experience and express them linguistically.

The methodological foundation of this
research is based on an integration of
communicative, cognitive, and affective
approaches to early language teaching.
Each of these approaches plays an
essential role in understanding how children
acquire  emotional and  descriptive
vocabulary through fairy tales. The
communicative approach emphasizes the
use of authentic and meaningful language
in real contexts, while the cognitive
approach focuses on how learners process
and internalize linguistic input. The affective
approach, in turn, highlights the emotional
dimension of learning, recognizing that
children learn more effectively when they
are emotionally engaged. From a
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communicative perspective, fairy tales
provide a natural context in which emotions
and descriptive words appear in meaningful
situations. Instead of memorizing isolated
vocabulary, learners encounter emotional
and descriptive expressions as part of
dialogues, events, and interactions
between characters. This narrative-based
learning allows students to comprehend the
functional use of language and to reproduce
emotional expressions in communication.
Teachers can facilitate this process by
guiding discussions, encouraging students
to retell stories, and prompting them to
describe  characters’ feelings and
appearances. The cognitive foundation of
this study lies in the understanding that
memory and imagination are closely
connected in early learning. Fairy tales,
through their repetitive structures and vivid
imagery, stimulate both memory retention
and conceptual development. The use of
visual aids such as illustrations, puppets,
and animated storytelling further
strengthens the connection between words
and emotions. As learners associate words
like happy, sad, brave, scared, beautiful, or
angry with specific story scenes, they build
mental schemas that support long-term
vocabulary acquisition.

The affective dimension is equally
important, as it deals with motivation,
empathy, and personal involvement in
learning. When children listen to or act out
fairy tales, they experience emotional
resonance with the characters, which
fosters empathy and moral understanding.

This emotional engagement enhances
motivation and increases learners’
willingness to participate in language
activities. Teachers, therefore, play a

crucial role in creating a safe and supportive
classroom environment where students feel
comfortable expressing their emotions in a
foreign language. The methodological
design of the study also includes an activity-
based framework. Various interactive
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techniques such as dramatization, role-
play, story retelling, and creative drawing
are employed to help learners use
emotional and descriptive vocabulary
actively. These methods encourage both
verbal and non-verbal expression, allowing
students to connect emotions with gestures,
facial expressions, and tone of voice. The
teacher functions as a facilitator, guiding the
learners to discover meanings rather than
simply providing definitions.

Additionally, the qualitative approach
underlies this methodology. It focuses on
observing how learners respond
emotionally and linguistically to fairy tales
during classroom activities. The
observation and analysis of learners’
speech, participation, and emotional
reactions provide insights into the
effectiveness of using fairy tales in
developing emotional vocabulary. The
gualitative data obtained through classroom
observation, learners’ oral responses, and
teacher reflection serve as the basis for
evaluating progress. Thus, the scientific

methodology adopted in this study
emphasizes holistic learning, where
cognitive understanding, emotional

development, and communicative
competence are intertwined. Fairy tales
serve as the main pedagogical instrument,
enabling children to internalize emotional
and descriptive words through meaningful,
affective, and culturally rich experiences.
Conclusion

The study demonstrates that the use of fairy
tales in early language education is an
effective pedagogical approach for teaching
emotions and descriptive vocabulary. Fairy
tales combine linguistic richness, emotional
depth, and moral clarity, which together
form a powerful learning environment for
young learners. Through stories, children
are naturally introduced to new words that
describe feelings, character traits, and
environments. These words are not
memorized in isolation but are understood
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within meaningful emotional and narrative
contexts, allowing for deeper
comprehension and retention. By engaging
emotionally with characters and events,
learners develop empathy and emotional
intelligence alongside language
competence. The emotional connection that
children form with stories encourages them
to use expressive language spontaneously
and creatively. Such  engagement
enhances pronunciation, rhythm, and
communicative confidence, as learners
attempt to imitate the emotions and speech
patterns of story characters.
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